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Survivor

By MARGARET cosvsuo
Star-Gaze
mwz-n. com

Stephen Scofield does not know
why he developed testicular cancer.
‘The young Elmira man does not
know why two schoolmates deve
oped the same cancer, or why anoth.
erclassmate developed colon cancer
must. sulter through

reaches out to others battling cancer

"The worst part of this
was when Stevie looked
at me at said: “Mom, [
just want to go home
and be a kid again.”
Candy Scafield, about son
Who had testicular cancer

Concern on the Southside

sharing information about the ill-
ness and its treatment with con

anapolis to have an invasive, eight-
hour surgery to remove all the
I his stomach,

along Cedar Street
Scofield e me

parents.
Stephen_ Scofield and  Josh
Palmer, who was found to have
Hodgkin's disease, sit with friend
and former classmate Joe Wood, 20,

Scofield was cut from his chest
bone past his belly button and had
his organs displaced while the sur-
g mmuved he i e, The

learned to
tap dance for the schoofs produc

n of “42n
In January et and s fam
Iy celebrated his 20th birthday and

while he receives
each week at St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Wood has colon cancer.

e dm

U nect tohave any chémethe

However, a_few days aftor the
a bl

cer has made the young men spiritu-

chemotherapy every v  ally stronger and more concernet
He and his family nnly Kiow that _ents and two City Council members frlers Candy Sefeld i
if there is ag they can do to

prevent others from Sepetionciug

Candy Scofield, the 20-vear-old's
‘mother. “Lknow that myself.Ifthere
is an answer over there, let’s find
out. If not, let's find that out, too.
‘Then these kids can stop worrying
‘The seemingly increasing number
of cancer cases at Southside High
School prompted three sets of par-

Cancer: Cause

cials, asking them to look into any
health risks at the school.

In response, the state Department
of Health is investigating whether
enviranmental factors are linked o
the development f cancer in 13 cur-
rent and former students at South-

them into matu-

rity

“The worst part o this was when
looked at m

Stevie I at sai
Just want togo home and be a Kid
again, "

Stephen Scofield was 17, ready to
begin his senior year, when he found
out that he had cancer. Within hours

sury
clot in his leg.

Doctors had to cut open his leg
and break up the clot by inserting a
tube into his artery. He recover
from the procedure, and after six
weeks of rest, Scofield went into
high gear to accomplish some goals
mm had been lingering unaceon

i LR months after his
surgery, Scofield had completed
Eagle Scout project builing

Meanwhile, the students afflicted
with disease are forming strong con-
nections with one another and are

difficult to peg

of that discovery,
tumor removed. A few weeks later,
he and his parents traveled to Indi-

my display, set up annually beside
the  Southport Fire Department

s three-y
clear of cancer.

iow, Scofield advises young men
who call him with concerns about

Wt went thr igh isn't as bad
as what other people are going
through,” Stephen Scoield said.

Scofield said he plans on attend-
e e o T

for young adults that Palmer started

i
fras i
about breast cancer,” Candy

Soaild a1t 05 great that
the kids are becoming aware of
other cancers.”

Qolf. B,

Provided

Stephen Scofield of Southport
celebrates his 20th birthday and
his third year clear of cancer on
Jan. 3. Scofield was found to
have testicular cancer in August
1997, just as he was entering
his senior year at Southside
High School.
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Because testicular cancer is rare.
litle i5 known about what causes o
contributes to its development,
Brames said.

icians, even some
oncologists, will go through their
careers without seeing a testicular

trast, Einhorn's office consults with

i
| Meeting to air
concerns

Representatives from the
state and Chemung Cour

heal
Department of Environmental
Conservation, and ity of Elmi-

testic
ular cancer a week, Brames said

Few clues to causes
The only known risk factor for

‘2 meeting to address the pub-
iic's concerns at 7 pm. May 2
inthe Southsids Hih Sohool
auditoriu

who had an undescended testicle
during childhood. This condition
increases a man's chances of devel-
oping the cancer by 25 percent o 17
percenl ccoming lo) bt by

Linda Morri e Biostatistics
Branchlthe\a N.munal Cancer Insti-
tutein

ARy
disposition to developin testicular
loes not appear to be heredi-
tary, Brames said.
Same stuies have indicated that
men whose mothers have taken
fertility _hormone called DFb

shale workers, according toa report
by Aaron Blair, an expert from the
Occupational Studies Section of the
National Cancer Institute.

Such studies made people realize

causing the group
develop the sameillness. Since then,
sticlogats — srientists who sty
the causes of dis

labeled chemicals found in tar, 500t
and oils, called polyeyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons, as _carcin
Extmswe exposure to these chemi-

H

o have testicular abnorms]\uec

lar cance, Bl Toport,

100
that are formed

has doubled in America during the
past 20 vears. Morris wrote that the
increase “suggests that an environ.
mental factor ... might be respons
ble.”

Environmental factors could

include exposure to fertilizers, tar,
oils, experts at the National

during the incomplete burning of
coal, oil and gas, garbage, or other
organic substances like tobacco o
charbroiled meat. PAHs are usually
found as a mixture containing two

erude oil, creosote and roofing tar,

| childhood Cancers

Types ofcancers afectng chicren age 010 19 nationwde, rom 1975
t©

Leukemia
25%

Other 1%

Liver 1%

Alied nervous
Retna Kidney ~ system  Bone
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Central nervous system
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Symptoms
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8 Pain n th scrotum hatis ot
Bssocated win iy,

Testiclo —
Sorotum

‘Source: U, Food and Drug Administration;Eimia Star Gazote s

SRl e
ing to Kris Smith, spokeswoman for
the New York Stte Department of

ealth.
Students and faculty members at
 however, would have lit-

tle exposure tothe scils at the Amer-
fean LaPrance site because It is

Some carcinogenic _chemicals
have been linked totesticular cancer
for centuries.

Common chemical threads
Dr. Percivall Pott, a London sur
geon during the late 16th century,
discovered that a large number of
chimney sweeps vere deselopng
cancer of the scrotum. A century

later, scientists in Germany made higl

stmila dlscoveres sbout gasplant
warkers and scientis
found e same. thing among ol

make dyes, plastics and pesticides,

el
Substances and Disease Registry.
Contact with, PAHs has been

‘SOURCE: Amarican Gancer Sodely

Some of the most prominent
PAHs — b

P e A
have a similar effect on people, the
agency reports.

ome high levels of PAHs were
noted at the former American

h school, according to a report
commissioned bv the New York
State |

g

zoapyrene and benzofluoranthene —
were located in the surface soil at
the LaFrance site on South Main
Street, according to the 1998 conser-
vation department report. Also doc-
umented in individual soil sampl

W Concentrations of benzoan-
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pmpen
Not ali cmiammunls have been

h
times higher than_conservation
department cleanup levels

B Benzofluoranthene as much as
37.8 times higher than department
cleanup levels.

Twenty-three drums containing
waste materials including paint
sludse‘ Bnu[rme floor Swecpiies

roofing

n March 196, All

Comsereation o168

the site were

o )
are buried beneath the school and
have leaked into the groundwater.
poluting soil and nearby Milers

conservation dey
e

Fending off disease
Byland, o the Falck Cancer ety
incer toa specif-

ter, said tracing a
factor i

icult

because there are several othe
things that lead to the development
of cancer.

Our bdiesalvays
developing" Byland said. “The body
isconany héhting themn

e

s, but sometimes a carcinogen
w\II develop into a cancer if 2 per
gene s susceptible to it

Bylan
Health and environmental offi-
cials are collecting information
about the students, the area and its
industrial waste history
andy Scofield, whose son
Stephen, now 20, was the first of the
three students found to have testicu
lar cancer, the investigation can
only have good results.

“This is what doctors do,” Scofield
said. “They do a test to rule out
things until they find the answer. It
can't hurt”
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